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Maker Fun Factory VBS
JULY 9 – 13
6:00 – 8:00 pm
Pre-K thru 6th Grade
Please register as soon as possible so we can prepare accordingly.
Registration forms online and at the church.

Invite Friends to join in the FUN, FUN, FUN!

From the Pastor
This summer I have been preaching about the Psalms and
their importance for Christians. It is interesting to note
that there has been a particular way that church has used
the Psalms over the years. Christians, just like Jews and
Muslims, used to stop multiple times a day to pray.
These prayers are called many things—fixed hour
prayers, the daily office, the divine hours, the liturgy of
hours… They made great use of the Psalms.
These were used extensively as the church developed
monasteries. They continued throughout the Middle
Ages, but at the reformation they were lost except in
certain traditions such as the Episcopal and Catholic
churches. These prayers have been around a long time
and, until recently, seem to have been a regular part of
the Christian faith.
Our understanding of this kind of prayer comes
specifically from two scriptures. Psalm 55:17 says,
“Evening, morning and noon I cry out in distress, and He
hears my voice.” Psalm 119:164 says, “Seven Times a
day I will praise you for your righteous rules.” So, at
minimum Christians used to pray at morning, noontime,
and evening. Some traditions add watches throughout the
night and day to come up with 7 prayer times.
Here are some examples of these prayers in the Bible:
Many psalms specifically mention praying in the
morning (5:3; 55:17; 59:16; 88:13; 92:2) or
evening (17:1-3; 42:8; 63:5-6; 119:55; 141:2).
Psalm 65:8 discusses both morning and evening.
Daniel 6:10- Daniel is thrown in the lion’s den
for praying three times a day.
Acts 3:1- Peter and John do a miracle while going
to the temple “at the hour of prayer.”
Acts 4:23-30 The church used Psalms in their
prayers
Acts 10:9- Peter gets a vision during noontime
prayer (the sixth hour).

There has been resurgence in the discipline of hours
of prayer. There is a set of them, written around the
calendar year called The Divine Hours by Phyllis
Tickle that I have personally used for long stretches
in my life. The Catholic Church has them set up on
the website http://www.universalis.com/.
The
Episcopal Church has the references laid out in full
in a book called The Daily Office Book. Shane
Claiborne has written a set of these in his book
Common Prayer, and author Robert Benson has
recently published one called Venite: A Book of
Daily Prayer.Each are set up relatively the
same. There are four primary prayer times—
morning, noontime, evening, and compline
(night). Each hour takes 5-10 minutes to get
through, depending on what the elements are and
how you do them. For instance, parts are songs or
Psalms that can be sung or chanted, or can simply
be read.
By stopping several times a day, we are giving God
priority. We can schedule our day around God
instead of trying to fit God into our day. We are
giving the Holy Spirit the room and the right to
speak to us.
In his book on the Offices called In Constant
Prayer, Robert Benson makes the point several
times that we have a huge advantage over the early
church—buildings, freedom to worship, the Bible in
our own language, study helps, prayer books,
finances… Yet our churches are struggling. What
the early church had that we do not is a spiritual
depth and a longing for Christ that guides all of
life. Perhaps the Hours could be an opportunity to
rediscover these things.
So, let me challenge you to get a copy of the Divine
Hours, or find them on the internet, and try them out
this summer. Or, even if you don’t have a copy of
the hours, try stopping three times a day to pray the
Psalms. I dare you!
Pastor Jordan

WE STILL NEED WORKERS FOR VBS
Don’t wait to be asked! See Aaron to Volunteer!

Our children need you!
VBS Decorating
Sunday, July 8th immediately after Worship

Christian Fellowship
WOMEN’S LUNCHEON
Thurs July 19 at 11:30 at the Crane Room
Please RSVP to Nancy Hudson or Kay Hilliard.

PATHFINDERS
Tuesday, July 31st, at 6:00pm at Edward’s
For all church members,family & friends.
Please RSVP by calling Nancy Gray (724-652-7055) or
Charlie Weisz (724-761-6792) if you plan to attend.
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Ushers:
1 – Patty Bartley, Pam Bartoshek,
Barb Brown, Kip Haas
8 – Jean Reynolds, Dave Reynolds,
Jim & Hazel Shannon
15 – Frank & Sally Porada, Charlie & Karyn Weisz
22 – Dennis & Kacelyn Jameson,
Paul & Sherry Ubry
29 – Bob & Karen Bruce, John & Cheryl Norris

Lay Leaders:
1 – Jean Reynolds
8 – Dennis Jameson
15 – Dave Reynolds
22 – Kip Haas
29 – Jan Sumner

Committee Meetings:
Christian Ed. – Tues, July 3, 7:00pm
Session – No meeting
Kosey Fennick; Lois Kulsic; Piper Ondrasik;
Matthew Ringwellski; Phil Sawyer; Nancy Stoner;
Soldiers & families; Politicians & elected officials; Police
& protesters; Refugees; Israel; Arab world; Sudan;
Victims of Natural disasters (fire, drought, flooding);
Home-bound people.

Corp. Affairs – Thurs, July 19, 6:30pm
Worship – Thurs, Aug 9, 5:00pm at Sumners’
Deacons – Wed, Aug. 22, 6:30pm

July 11 & 25 from 6 – 8 pm
Food, fun & games for ALL ages!!!

Glorifying God by reaching out,
and building up for Christ.

www.facebook.com/northminsterpresbyterianchurch

Sign up in the Chapel with a dish to share,
and watch your bulletins for more
information!!

@npcnc
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