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3 Shifts we have to Make about
How we Think about the Bible
In light of my recent Bible study, I thought I would
pull out something I wrote a while back about
how we think about the Bible.
What does the Bible mean for Christians? I am
convinced anymore that it does not mean very
much.
Barna Trends 2017 reports that “more than half
of U.S. adults believe it is either the actual, literal
word of God or the inspired word of God without
error. Nearly half read the Bible at least once a
month and three out of five say they wish they
spent more time reading it.” (pg. 140) While
these are better numbers than one might expect,
there is a growing skepticism towards the Bible.
Further, this high view of scripture does not mean
that people are actually reads it. Again, Barna
Trends 2017 reports: “Slightly more than onethird reads the Bible once a week or more
frequently (36%) and about the same proportion
reads the Bible less than once a year or never
(35%). The remaining three in ten fall somewhere
between once a month and once a year.” (pg.
140)
On a positive note, 62% of U.S. adults expressed a
desire to read the Bible more, and a quarter said
that they increased their Bible reading in the last
year.
But still, how can the Bible be important for
people when many say it is not important and
very few actually read it?
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I think part of the problem stems from a
misunderstanding about what the Bible is. People talk
about it as an answer book. There is an acronym that says
the B.I.B.L.E. stands for Basic Instructions Before Leaving
Earth. The problem is that the Bible’s format and content
don’t fit this kind of understanding of what it is. It is not
written as a self-help book.
Let’s say I am having trouble in my marriage. I can’t just
pick up the Bible and turn to “M” for marriage and find
out how to fix my marriage. Or let’s say your church is not
as big or as strong as it used to be (a story that is too
common). You can’t just pull out your Bible and search
the index for “Church Growth” and find God’s plan for
your church.
In response, we have tried to make the Bible that kind of
book. We have learned certain verses that we quote and
think about for various issues. We create books and
websites of verses related to different topics. My teacher
Len Sweet calls it “versitus.” We are stuck on verses,
which is odd since the Bible did not get those verses until
much later. The chapter-and-verse format is a foreign
template for the Bible that was added to make it easier to
find things. Originally, the Bible was just letters and
stories.
I am arguing that people are not reading the Bible
because it is not the book they think it is, and therefore
the Bible is not having an impact on the lives of most
Christians. If I am correct, then the important question is
what the Bible actually is and how we should read it. Let
me describe 3 shifts we have to make in how we think
about the Bible.
Continued on next page

1. The Bible is not an answer book. It is a question book.
The Bible doesn’t answer our questions, but it often amends our
questions. The Bible teaches us to ask different questions. The
question is not what job should you should take, but what is God’s
purpose for your life? The question is not what we should do as a
church, but what does it mean to be the bride of Christ, and how can
we get on board with what the Holy Spirit is up to? We want to ask
God how we should deal with our finances, but the Bible begs us to
consider where our security and hope comes from. The Bible wants
to change your perspective so that you look at things differently and
ask different questions.
2. The Bible is not a bunch of verses. It is a bunch of stories.
This is so important. The Bible has good Proverbs and advice for us to
keep, but most of it is written in story. Our job is to see ourselves in
those stories. We are the people being led out of slavery. We are
Moses on the mountain. We are David with a sling. We are the
disciples in a boat on a stormy night. The stories shape our
imaginations. And if we know them well enough, then we can begin
to interpret our lives and our stories through those biblical stories. As
you struggle with getting over a certain sin, you identify with Israel
and their struggle to find freedom in the wilderness.
The problem is that you can only think this way if you get past the
chapter-and-verse divisions and start thinking about the stories. And
you have to know the stories well enough that they come to mind
easily.
3. We don’t find answers the in Bible. The Bible puts answers in us.
The Bible is not a book you go to when you have a problem. It is a
book you live in so that it comes out of you when you have a
problem. Look at both Jesus and Paul in the Bible. They are both
saturated in the scriptures of the Old Testament. The imagery and
ideas come through in much of what they say and do. Yet they never
quote texts, and when they do they often paraphrase. As Len Sweet
points out, it is like Paul and Jesus quote the Bible in their own
words. Why? Because it is their words. It is so much a part of who
they are and how they think that it come out as a natural part of
their speech. We can’t just pick up the Bible and find answers to our
questions. But the Bible does is put its answers in us.
This is how I think the Bible has an impact on the lives of Christians.
But do you understand the kind of Bible reading and study required
for it to work this way. For God to use the Bible to shape your life,
you have to be in the Word. A lot. Daily. Deeply. A 20-minute sermon
once a week is not enough. You have to pick up the Book for
yourself.
Our church will be deeply impacted if we start to dive into the Word.
Start today.
Pastor Jordan
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Kosey Fennick; Piper Ondrasik; Pat Hixenbaugh;
Lois Kulsic; Matthew Ringwellski; Phil Sawyer;
John Stoffick; Nikki Stouffer; Soldiers & families;
Politicians & elected officials; Police &
protesters; Refugees; Europe; Israel; Arab
world; Sudan; Victims of Natural disasters (fire,
drought, flooding); Home-bound people.

Christian Fellowship
NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER BREAKFAST
Thursday, May 3rd
8:00 – 9:00 am
at the New Castle YMCA
The event is open to the public and all are welcome to
enjoy a complimentary breakfast (catered by Medure’s)
and fellowship with other community members. The
event will be held in the gymnasium of the downtown
branch of the New Castle YMCA (20 West Washington
St. New Castle, PA 16101).
Registration is not required, but you can sign up at
either branch. Pastor Jordan will be speaking.

COMMUNITY CHURCH WOMEN
Friday, May 4 at 12:00noon
Gallo’s Italian Villa $10/person

In 1996, we started a prayer
chain. Since then, we have had over 1300 requests. We
are updating our lists. If you wish to remain on the
chain, no action is required. If you wish to be removed,
please notify me. If you wish to be added, call Kip @
724-656-1573. Please respond by Sun, May 6th.

Lay Leaders:
6 – Jim Shannon
13 – Patty Bartley
20 – Pentecost
27 – Derek Sumner

RSVP by Mon, April 30th to Bev Cwynar 724-652-9917.

Ushers:
PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN

6 – Jean Ann Bradley, Greg, Jamie, & Noah Bartley

will meet Thursday, May 17th at 1:30pm in the

13 –

Conference room.

20- Pentecost
27-

PATHFINDERS

will be meet at Hito’s in West
Pittsburgh on Tuesday, May 22 at 6 pm for food
(order off menu) & fellowship. This is for all church
members, family & friends. We just need to know
how many will be going. Please call Nancy Gray
(724-652-7055) or Carol Wyman (724-658-1435) if
you are planning to attend, and leave a message.

Committee Meetings:
Christian Ed. – Tues, May 1, 7:00pm
Worship – Wed, May 2, 5:00pm
Mission – Mon, May 7, 5:30pm
Session – Wed, May 9, 6:45pm
Corp. Affairs – Thurs, May 17, 6:30pm
Deacons – Wed, May 23, 6:30pm

for all the women of the church

Sunday, May 13th at 9:15 a.m.
In the Conference Room

Don’t miss the last Boys’ Club until Fall
Friday, May 11th
6:00-8:00pm

Pentecost

SAVE THE DATE:
June 3 – GRADUATION/APPRECIATION SUNDAY
during morning worship
June 3 - VBS Planning Meeting following morning worship
June 6 – Wonderful Wednesday
June 7, 8, 9 – Book Sale
June 10 – Summer Worship 10:00am

COMMUNITY PENTECOST
SERVICE

PASTOR JORDAN’S INSTALLATION SERVICE

SUNDAY, MAY 20th
at Clen-Moore Presbyterian Church
Time TBA

Ways to Help
Spring is here -

grass will
need cut, bushes will need
trimmed, weeding will need done.
If you can help with any of these
things, please contact Dennis
Jameson at 724-654-4553, or
sign up in the Chapel. Consider
making it a group project, getting
together to help keep our church
beautiful.

LAMBEC Capital Campaign
The Camping Association of the Presbyteries of Northwestern Pennsylvania is conducting a $100,000 capital
campaign to restore the water system for Camp Lambec. The system needs a DEP-approved overhaul, and we are
starting those repairs with an approved contractor. This is an expensive overhaul, but it is necessary to continue
the ministry to youth and families. As such, the Board has authorized a $100K campaign to address this and other
items of deferred maintenance. The Board is committed to the continued operation of Camp Lambec, as we
believe firmly that this ministry provides unique and powerful discipleship opportunities for participants.
For many people in our congregation Camp Lambec has been a special place to grow spiritually
and in our relationships with each other. If it has been this for you, or you just believe in the
importance of camping for our churches, please consider supporting this worthy cause. Thank
you.
Individual donations can be made online using the link found on the Shenango Presbytery website. You may also
write a check and put it in the offering plate. Please write “Lambec Capital Campaign” on the memo line.

JULY 9 – 13 from 6:00 – 8:00 pm
for Pre-K thru 6th Grade
VBS Registration Form
Child's Name #1 ________________________________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Name ___________________________________________________________________
Address_______________________________________________________________________________
E-mail Address ________________________________________________________________________
Phone: ____________________________ (H/W/C) _____________________________ (H/W/C)
Age Information

D.O.B. _________ Age _______ Last grade completed ____________________

Home Church _________________________________________________________________
Allergies/Medical Information/Other _______________________________________________________
Emergency Contacts: ____________________________________ Phone _______________________________

Child's Name #2 _______________________________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Name ___________________________________________________________________
Address_______________________________________________________________________________
Phone: ____________________________ (H/W/C) _____________________________ (H/W/C)
Age Information

D.O.B. _________ Age _______ Last grade completed ____________________

Home Church _________________________________________________________________
Allergies/Medical Information/Other _______________________________________________________
Emergency Contacts: _______________________________________ Phone ___________________________

Please fill out this form or register online at www.npcnc.org.
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and building up for Christ.
Glorifying God by reaching out,
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