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From the Pastor
Saturday, February 9th
12:00 pm at Moraine State Park
Registration begins at 11am
PATHFINDERS: Next adventure will be to
Brown's Country Kitchen in Portersville for
Lunch on Saturday, Feb. 9th at 1:00 p.m.
This lunch is following the Habitat for Humanity
Polar Plunge @ Moraine State Park at 12
NOON!! Come out to watch David Reynolds,
Pastor Jordan and Moey Rimmer take the
plunge!! And then join in a time of fellowship
with lunch at Brown's!!
PLEASE RSVP - in the event that it is cancelled,
we need to know who is coming - RSVP by
Wednesday, Feb. 6, 2019 to Nancy Gray 724652-7055 or Tom Kaufman 724-651-4323.

Monday, February 11th
at 7:00pm in the Chapel
Pastor Jordan will be sharing about his
Israel trip. Mark your calendars!!!!

[12] And the LORD said to Moses, [13] “You are to speak to the
people of Israel and say, ‘Above all you shall keep my Sabbaths,
for this is a sign between me and you throughout your
generations, that you may know that I, the LORD, sanctify you.
[14] You shall keep the Sabbath, because it is holy for you.
Everyone who profanes it shall be put to death. Whoever does
any work on it, that soul shall be cut off from among his people.
(Exodus 31:12-14 ESV)

Think about the stunningly strong language of this text
is. The Lord says that that above all the other laws the
people should keep the Sabbaths. Everyone who
doesn’t should be put to death. If you work on the
Sabbath, you will be cut off from the community. Ouch!
What is almost as shocking is how much Christians
today do not care at all about Sabbath. How many of
us never rest? We don’t even rest on our days off.
Instead, we work harder on our days off to get done
what we could not get done while we were at work.
When we are too busy to go to worship then we just
don’t go.
Why is Sabbath so important to God? When we
understand why it is important then we can begin to
paint a picture of what a good Sabbath would look like
in today’s society.
To understand the importance of Sabbath, you have to
understand the context into which God gave the
people a Sabbath. The people had spent 200 years in
slavery. They had heard stories of how they were
God’s chosen people, but how could they believe
them? Does God even exist? If God is there, then why
were they in slavery? Can God be trusted?
(Cont’d on next pg)

From the Pastor cont’d
So God gave them a sign—the Sabbath. The metaphor that the Jewish people have used for
Sabbath is the wedding ring between God and God’s people. For God, the Sabbath shows that He
is faithful and will take care of His people so that they can find rest. For the people, it shows that
they do indeed trust God to care for them so that they can rest.
Sabbath is ultimately an issue of trust. Do you trust God to work through you 6 days a week more
than you trust what you can accomplish yourself in 7 days of work?
I am not sure that it is feasible to do Sabbath the same way that ancient Israel did. If you can then
great, but I don’t think that way of doing Sabbath works in 2019. So, here are 10 tips to think about
for doing Sabbath this year:
1. Schedule it. Whatever your Sabbath habit, it will not happen if it is not on the calendar. Put God in
first and schedule the rest of your life around that date.
2. Sabbath does not have to be Sunday. I am a pastor which means that for me Sabbath is not just A
workday but it is THE workday. I have to rest at other times. Our culture does not treat Sunday as a
special day anymore so many people have to work on Sunday. Find other times to rest.
3. Piece Sabbath together. I have 4 kids so I almost never get at 24 hour period of Sabbath. I have
actually found that it fits me better to piece together my Sabbath throughout the week. There is
something special about longer periods of rest, but sometimes resting a little every day is just as
important.
4. Don’t half-way Sabbath. It may not be Sunday and it may not be a 24-hour period, but a Sabbath
must be focused on rest. You cannot rest and kind-of work. If you are working, or thinking about
working, then you are not resting.
5. Write down what you have to do. I find it easier to really rest and stop worrying about work when I
have a good list of what I have to get done. I also find that when I Sabbath I start remembering things
I have to do. I Sabbath with a piece of paper handy so I can capture those and then not worry about
them.
6. Try different activities. Sabbath is a time of resting and refreshing. You have to experience what
activities (or lack of activities) does that for you. Sometimes you need fed spiritually. Sometimes you
need sleep. Sometimes you need a distraction. Take a nap, play a game, go for a run, watch a movie…
Your Sabbath may look different at different times.
7. Have a deadline. One of the secrets to Sabbath is the deadline. If you have a clear time that your
Sabbath begins then you can get motivated to get housework and work-work done by that time so
you can fully rest. I don’t know about you, but I always work hardest right before going on vacation. I
don’t want to have to worry about things or be working on things while I am away. If you have that
kind of weekly deadline for Sabbath it will help both your productivity and your rest.
8. Think Sunset to Sunset. We tend to think of the day starting in the morning, but I think that the old
way of thinking about the day starting the night before is helpful. If you only have a morning of
Sabbath on a certain day then start your Sabbath at sunset the night before. It will add to your rest.
9. Cook meals ahead. Cooking (especially in big families) can be a lot of work. Put a meal in the crockpot
or prep a casserole the day before so that you can easily share meals together on your Sabbath.
Live a life of Sabbath. We tend to see Sabbath as a break from the important things of our lives,
but that is not Sabbath. Sabbath is the most important things. Live the other 6 days of the week with
a focus on the Sabbath.

Christian Fellowship
WOMEN’S LUNCHEON
Thursday, Feb. 21st
11:30am at Gallo’s
Please RSVP to Nancy Hudson
Next lunch: Thursday, March 21st at Tanner’s

NUTROLL NEWS!!!

Thanks to everyone for
the wonderful nut roll Season this past November &
December!! The group made over 460 nut rolls which
earned almost $4,000.00 for the mission budget!! Thanks
so much!! The group had a lot of help from regular
volunteers and quite a few new workers that we're pleased
to welcome into the group and everyone's help is greatly
appreciated!!

June Cox 2/2
Tim Mielke 2/3
Tim McKinley 2/4
Matthew Pherson 2/4
Jane Johnson 2/6
Noah Bartley 2/10

Nancy Aubel 2/13
Lana Hudak 2/13
Emma Bartley 2/19
Tom Woody Hudak 2/21
Betty Peters 2/21
George Miller 2/26

PLEASE PRAY FOR: Sydney Angelo; Janet Artz; Peg
Alduk; Joe DeCarol; Kosey Fennick; Ron Shaw, Nancy
Stoner; Soldiers & families; Sudan; Victims of Natural
disasters (fire, drought, flooding); Home-bound people.

SAVE THE DATE(S) The

Easter 2019 nut roll
season begins in March!! Beginning Tuesday, March 5th,
nutrolls we will be baking again and continuing every
Tuesday: March 12th, 19th, 26th and April 2nd &
9th!! The nut rolls will stay at $12.00 each this year.
Watch your bulletin for order forms

feedMYsheep
This is a local community outreach on Long Avenue
in New Castle. Northminster Church continues to
provide lunch there on the second Tuesday of each
month. There are several volunteers that help
throughout the year and we are always excited to
have new helpers. There are different ways to help
out




prepping on Mondays at Northminster,
help cook and serve on Tuesday
or providing a dessert!!

Please contact Tom Kaufman 724-651-4323 if you'd
like to get involved!! Thanks!!

Feb. 3: Jean Ann Bradley, Judith Riglian,
Robin Riglian, Carrol Robinson
Feb. 10: Barb Brown, Darlene Kelly,
Hazel Shannon, Kay Stiffler
Feb. 17: Charlene Daytner, Shelly DePaolo,
John Leslie, KenThomas
Feb. 24: Kip Haas, Kacelyn Jameson,
Tom Kaufman, Dan Umbs

Committee Meetings
Worship: Wed, Feb. 6, 7:00pm
Christian Ed: Wed, Feb. 6, 7:00pm
Session: Wed, Feb. 13, 6:45pm
Corp. Affairs: Thursday, Feb. 21, 6:30pm
Deacons: Wed, Feb. 27, 6:30pm

Lay Leaders:
Feb. 3: Patty Bartley

Jr. Church Leaders

Feb. 10: Derek Sumner

Feb 3

Stef Sumner

Feb. 17: Kacelyn Jameson

Feb 10

Olivia Hudak

Feb. 24: Paul Ubry

Feb 17

Darlene Kelly

Feb 24

Darlene Kelly
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and building up for Christ.
Glorifying God by reaching out,

FROM THE DEACONS: PLEASE SIGN-UP FOR

2019 CHANCEL FLOWERS
Remembering and honoring loved ones with flowers is
very special. The cost of 2 bouquets for the chancel is
$40.00, and a piano arrangement is $40.00. Payment
is not due when reserving your date. A confirmation
& payment letter will be mailed to you the month
before your reserved date.
Please circle your choice from the available dates
listed below and let us know if you want this as a
permanent Sunday. Thank you!
Please fill out the form and return it to the Church office
DONOR _________________________________________
IN MEMORY/HONOR OF __________________________
ADDRESS ______________________________________
PHONE ________________________________________

2019 DIRECTORY!
We will be putting out an updated church
directory soon! Please fill out the info below and
return to the office no later than Feb. 10th!
Send your pictures to office@npcnc.org.
Thank you!

Name(s) _______________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________

Address _______________________________
______________________________________
City _____________________ State _______
Zip _______________

First Choice date ___________ Alternate ____________

Phone # _______________________________

Reserve this date for me every year _________

Cell # _________________________________

Feb. 3, 17, 24

Aug. 4, 11, 18, 25

Email _________________________________

March 10, 24, 31

Sept. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29

Birthday(s) _____________________________

April 7, 14, 21, 28

Oct. 6, 13, 20

May 5, 12, 19, 26

Nov. 3, 10, 24

June 2, 9, 23, 30

Dec. 1, 15, 22, 29

______________________________________

July 7, 14, 21, 28

Shhhh, don’t tell Pastor Jordan but here’s a sneak preview of some of his pictures.

